


Shintoism

e Shintoism was once
the state religion of
Japan

 |tis no longer the
official state religion,
but Shintoism is still
widely honored
among the
Japanese.




‘II
JORDAN |\ N :
KUWAIT N_,J = ! . M. Fugl

SAUDI J .a"‘ E = . CHINA JAPAN
ARABIA . r LY | o :
= SOUTH

— )
OATAR | PAKISTAN /fl . . KOREA

LJ;:‘!?ED\—'\ . . E AN : .

7 ARAB By i - f paciFic

EMIRATES . . .

'TA[WAN CCEAN

BANGLADESH
ARABIAN

] : BAY
SEA i ; oF
: sEnGAL 4
L
SHl LANIKA ;

[ Theravadin Buddhism ~ [_] Islam
[] Mahayana Buddhism  [[] Christianity
Hinduism B shinto-Buddhism

[ Tribal Religions [ Confucianism-Taoism-
] Tl &s Buddhism




Shintoism

e The earliest

religion of Japan

was Shintoism
which literally

means the “way
of the gods.”

Japanese
to Deities
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e Shintoists believe in e noael

kami, which are divine ~ -~ = % 1
spirits that Shinto ’
followers believe live In
nature.
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 These spirits are
believed to live In
beautiful places,
animals, and
especially as person’s
ancestors.




e Many Japanese people
believe some of the
mountains and rivers in
Japan are the homes of
these kami, and these
places are sacred




Shinto Practices
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Shinto believers offer
prayers and perform
rituals to honor and
please the kami, or
spirits they feel are
special.

Most Japanese
households have a small
altar where the family will
offer prayers for the
spirits they hope will
bless and protect them.



Shinto Practices

 The worship of nature
has also led the
Japanese the art of
creating small,
beautiful gardens,
areas of quiet and
reflection in their
crowded world.




Review of Learning

 In which country was Shintoism founded?

Japan

 What are the kami that are so important in
Shinto belief?

They are spirits that followers of Shinto
believe exist in things around them.

 How do believers of Shinto practice their
religion?

They pray at small altars in their homes.
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