IT’S ALL ABOUT THE BAIT
Crafting the Non-Fiction Lead

A fisherperson catches a fish by having a colorful, tasty, tempting morsel on the end of his line.  A good non-fiction writer catches his reader the same way.  He baits her with something alluring, something enticing, something just too good to pass up.  A good nonfiction lead hooks the reader, capturing her interest, just as a good fiction lead does. The lead should also give some idea of what the piece of writing will be about, and lead smoothly into the body of the piece (essay, new article, book review, etc.). Here are various types of leads commonly used by nonfiction writers:
THE ANECDOTE: A FICTIONAL APPROACH 

An Indian bent over a tiny, thin plant and plucked it from the ground. He held it up to his face and looked at it curiously, sniffing it. He bit into the kernels in the center. They were mealy, and tasted sweet. He grabbed handfuls of the tiny plants and took them to the shelter of his cave.

Seven thousand years later, in Mexico, scientists would find the fossilized remains of this first ancient corn...
YOU ARE THERE (INTERACTIVE)
You slather butter over the steaming hot cob and sprinkle it with salt. Your teeth sink in and the juice spurts out, dribbling down your chin. How good that first bite of corn tastes, fresh off the cob. Do you realize the food you are eating was also consumed by people some seven thousand years ago?
You feel like you can’t go on.  You’ve been running for days – literally days.  Your bare feet are like blocks of ice, numb now to icy ground below.  Every muscle in your body sears in pain, but you won’t stop.  You can’t stop, or they’ll shoot you just like they’ve shot the others.  You steel your mind, pray to be rescued, and keep going, leaving a trail of bloody footprints in the snow behind you.  It’s hard to believe a scenario like this one could be anything but fiction, but for Elie Wiesel, it’s as real as it gets…
THE QUOTATION 
"Man is meant to live on corn." So says an ancient Mexican legend, and so it has been for centuries. But times are changing…

“Daddy, I think I must be crazy.”  Lisa Shilling is only sixteen when she realizes that she doesn’t act or feel the way she used to.  
THE STARTLING FACT
Though corn is grown on half of all the farming land in Mexico, it's not enough to feed the people.

100,000 young soldiers left America to find glory in Vietnam War.  50,000 of them came home in a body bag.  This is the story of Richie Perry and his fight to stay alive.  Perry is only nineteen when…
THE BOLD STATEMENT
Mexico.  Dominant past, dismal future. The corn and gold that once made Mexico the king of the Americas has all but nearly vanished.  Once fertile land, brimming with rows of corn, now sits barren, dry and wasted.  

A new town, a new school, a new start.  That’s what fourteen year old Gray Wilton believes as he chants, “It’s gonna be better, gonna be better here.” But it doesn’t take long for Gray to realize…

THE QUESTION (WARNING: USE WITH CAUTION!)
Do you know the name of a thin pancake that can be folded, rolled, fried, and stuffed to make over a dozen main dishes? It's the tortilla, and it’s made entirely of corn.
Have you ever been home alone or maybe babysitting the neighborhood kids when suddenly you hear a noise?  It’s probably nothing, you think, but your mind just can’t help getting the best of you.  Does your heart start pumping through your chest?  Does a chill run down your spine?  Do you feel frozen to your spot on the couch?  It turns out to be nothing, right?  Not for Kristen. Unfortunately, she isn’t alone.  Someone is in the house…
REACTION (THINKING) LEAD

Who doesn’t like summer? I thought.  Everyone enjoys it when school’s out, the weather’s warm, and you don’t have a care in the world.  Now true, especially for Bobby Marks…

ANYTHING…AS LONG AS YOU HOOK ‘EM!
 “But for every man there exists a bait which he cannot resist swallowing.”










~ Freidrich Nietzsche
